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Appeals

The second appeal Thursday had to do with partner-
ship agreements. A pair is obliged to explain the
agreements it has to the opponents. It is an infraction
to give a wrong explanation. It is not an infraction to
make a wrong call. The laws are quite clear about this.
But not all bridge players like this. It is not nice to get a
bad result because an opponent made a wrong call.
And that happens once in a while, though on the aver-
age making wrong calls is not winning bridge.

The case in question was a 34-bid after an opening of
2NT and an inquiry bid by partner of 3%. Partner ex-
plained the 34 as showing a 5-card (puppet stayman)
and bid 4e. Declarer appeared to have a 4-card
spades and the opponents felt damaged, saying that
knowing about the 4-card the defence would have
been different. Declarer told to have forgotten this
agreement.

It is the job of the TD to ascertain that the agreement is
really the one as explained, but once that is done the
case is closed. No infraction, nor rectification. The de-
fender didn’t accept this decision and went to appeal,
but he started a lost case.

In my country the national appeal committee considers
itself to have the authority to interpret the laws as it
likes. So it ignores the laws more and more and treats
misbids as infractions. This creates uncertainty, TD’s
not knowing what to do anymore. And the famous
Bobby Wolff has a similar approach, he introduced the
phrase ‘convention disruption’ which he wants to be
penalized. Convention disruption is nothing more that a
misbid.

Let me admit that there is a problem here. Players may
say that they have the agreement as explained, but that
is a self protecting statement. So the TD really needs to
find out whether the pair had agreed to play the call as
explained. If he is not sure he should rule that wrong
explanation exists and adjust the score if necessary.
But if he is satisfied that the agreement is the one as
explained, the right decision is to allow the result to
stand.

Ton Kooijman
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